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1 . Tliia Intematiortal SeaicNng Authority 



(i) considers that there are 



. (number off inventiorts daimed in the intemationat application covered 



by the claims indicated IttOftt/on the extra sheet: 



and it considers that the Intemationat application does not comply with the requirements of unity of Invention 
(Rules 13.1 » 13.2 and 13.3) for the reasons lndicale(MMiXNr/on the extra sheet: 



(il) \x] has carried out a partiaT international search (see Annex) Q| will establish the international search report 

on those parts of the Intemationai application which relate to the invention first mentioned in daims Nos.: 
see annex 

(Hi) win establish the international search report on the other patts of the intenrtational application only if, and to the extent 
to which, additional fees are paid 

2. The applicant is hereby liwltad, within the time limit indicated above, to pay the amount indicated below: 
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number of additional inventions 



RUR l,fl<>f).Oft 
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I.e., a reasoned statemem to the effect that the international appOcation com 



or that the anriount of the required additional fee is excessive. 
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Intemattona) Appllcolfon No 

PCT/IB 03/05398 



1, Ttie preservt communication is an Annex to the invitation to pay additlonat fees (Fomi PCT/lSA/206). it shows the 
results of the intematlonai search estaoiished on the parts of the International application which relate to the invention 
first mentiorted in claiins Nos,: 

2. Th4^communicallon Ismrt the Iniemationai search report which will be established acoorcttng to Ar^de 1 B and Rule 43, 

3Jf the app<icdnt does not pay any additiondi search fees, ttie information appearing in this communfcation will t3e 
considered as the result of the imemational search and will t)B inctuded as such in the international search report. 

4. If the applicant pays addtiional fees, the irrtematlonal search report wW contain both the information appearing In this 
communtcatfon and the lesultsof the internattorial search on otiierpam of the international app^ for which such 
^s will have i)een paid. 



0. OOCUMeNTS CONSCDEREO TO BE RELEVANT 



Oatogory * Citation of ctocumdnt. with indk:atlon.wtierd approprtale, of the relevant passages 



Relovam to daim No. 



DE 44 01 719 A (LEER KONINKLIJKE 
EMBALLA6E) 28 July 1994 (1994^07-28) 
the whole document 

GB 2 146 611 A (CITY INVESTING INT) 
24 April 1985 (1985-04-24) 
the whole document 

EP 0 303 160 A (NITTEL GNBH & CO KG) 
15 February 1989 (1989-02-15) 
the whole document 



1-6 



1-6 



1,2,4,5 



□ 



Further documents an listed h theoontinualloo of box C. 



Ment f amSy membefB are ttsied in annex. 



« Speda) qaiegories of cited documeniB : 

•A' document <te«rHng the general state of fhaart whJch Is not 

conoictered to be of paiticutar lelevanoe 
*E* eerier doojmeot but |>ublished on or aNer tfielntemaUonal 

ming dale 

•L* document which may throw doubts on prioilty oblm<s) or 
whicb is Gtod 10 estabuah the pabUcatJondald of another 
cttatlon or dher special reason (as specified) 

'O^ document ralening to an oral dtsctosure, use.exhibMlon or 
other means 

'p- document published prtor to the intematlonalfiUnQ date but 
teter than tt>e priority dale c^' — ' 



*r tater document published after theintematlonal filing date 
or prtomy date and not m conflict vvtth theappllcation Ud 
cUed to understand the prtnclpte or iheoiy undertylng Ihe 
invention 

•X* docunient of particular relevance: the clalmedlnyenl)wj 
cannot be oonsfdated nowl or cannot be oom^r^ to 
Involva an invenllve etep when the document is taken a»one 

•Y* document of particular relavanoe; the clalnnedlnventlon 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document la conAined wHh one or more other such docu- 
ments, such oofiMnalion betng obvious to aperaon sIdIM 

mtheart. 

•V documam member of the same patent famDy 
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This Internationa] Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
Inventions in this international application, as follows: 

!• Claims: 1^6 

A method of installing a bag into a container ready for 
receiving an alcohol beverage where the container has an 
aperture for receiving the bag that has an aperture 
cross-sectional area smaller than the bulk of the bag, the 
method comprising the steps of: folding the bag into 
overlapping panels having a bag cross-sectional area able to 
pass through the aperture and inserting the folded bag 
through the aperture into the container. 

2. Claims: 7-14 

A bag suitable for containing an alcohol beverage when 
placed in a container, the bag comprising: 
a first panel and a second panel having peripheral edges 
welded together to form a first seam, each of the first and 
second panels having an area larger than the cross-sectional 
area of the container, the first panel having an aperture 
contained therein, and the first and second panels being 
moveable apart from each other when the bag is filled to 
expand bag internal space to approximate the volume of the 
container; and, an open neck member passing through the 
aperture of the first panel and welded thereto to form a 
second seam, said neck member having a passageway for 
filling the bag with the alcohol beverage. 



3. Claims: 15, 16 

A cylindrical bag suitable for containing an alcohol 
beverage when placed in a keg, the bag comprising: 
two circular panels having peripheral edges welded to a 
cylindrical side panel to form the bag with three seams, the 
bag being expandable to approximate the volume of the keg, 
and the first panel having an aperture therein positioned 
off-center from Its center; and, an open neck member passing 
through the aperture of the first panel and welded thereto 
to form a fourth seam, said neck providing a passageway for 
filling the bag. 



The common technical features between group of inventions 1 (claims 
1-6), group of inventions 2 (claims 7-14) and group of inventions 3 
(claims 15,16) are "a bag suitable for containing an alcohol beverage 
when placed in a container or keg, said bag expandable to approximate 
the volume of the container". 

Such a bag is known in the prior art, see for example DE4401719 in the 
search report. 

Unity of invention between several inventions or groups of inventions 
exists only if the inventions comprise at least one of the the same or 
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corresponding special technical features as defined In PCT Rule 13.2. 



The special technical features are, 

group of Inventions 1: a method which comprises the folding of the bag 
Into overlapping panels so as to provide it with a cross-sectional area 
which allows It to pass through the aperture of the container. 

group of Inventions 2: a bag suitable for containing an alcohol beverage 
when placed In a container, comprising a first panel and a second panel 
having peripheral edges welded together to form a seam, each of the 
first and second panels having an area larger than the cross-sectional 
area of the container and having an aperture on one of said panels, for 
welding a neck member thereto. 

group of inventions 3: a cylindrical bag suitable for containing an 
alcohol beverage when placed in a keg, the bag comprising two circular 
panels having peripheral edges welded to a cylindrical side panel to 
form the bag and an aperture on said circular panels for welding a neck 
member thereto, which Is off-center from the center line of the bag. 

It Is obvious that the potential special technical features are neither 
the same nor corresponding and that there is no common inventive 
technical relationship between them as required by Rule 13.2 PCT. 

Furthermore the special technical features solve entirely different 
problems. The problem solved by the Invention according to group 1 is to 
Install a bag Into a container and be ready for receiving an alcohol 
beverage. The problem to be solved the Invention according to group 2 Is 
to provide a bag with a reduced number of seams compared to a 
cylindrical bag. The problem to be solved the Invention according to 
group 3 Is to provide a cylindrical bag which has reduced stresses on 
the seams due to the fact that the neck Is positioned off center from 
the container center. 

Since the special technical features of group of Inventions 1 (claims 
1-6), group of inventions 2 (claims 7-14) and group of Inventions 3 
(claims 15, 16) are different and solve different technical problems, 
therefore they cannot be considered the same or corresponding special 
technical features as required by Rule 13.2 PCT. Consequently this 
application does not fulfill the requirements for unity of Invention. 
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